
The LITERACY PROJECT  

Changing lives 

through literacy.  
OUR MISSION:  To empower 

Eagle County community 

members of all ages by offering 

free assistance in acquiring the 

literacy and English skills they 

need to function more effectively 

in their daily lives.  
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What does literacy mean to 

you? 

For one of our adult ESL stu-

dents, Clara, and her volun-

teer tutor Pam, literacy 

means a nerve-wracking 

drive to Denver to take the 

U.S. Citizenship exam -- and an exhilarating, 

celebratory drive home.  

For Danae, a student at Berry Creek Middle 

School, literacy means having a consistent 

Study Friend like Cookie, who helps her with 

homework and ñmakes her feel safeò at 

school each week.  

For Rebecca, one of our ESL classroom in-

structors, literacy means ñcultivating English 

as a pathway toward making her studentsô 

dreams come true, one achievement at a 

time.ò 

For Gabriel, a preschool student enrolled in 

our Raising A Reader program, literacy 

means bringing home a bright red bag full of 

award-winning childrenôs books to read aloud 

with his parents each week.  

For Randy, who has served as a volunteer 

tutor for over 14 years, literacy means 

ñunlocking the vast potential of an individual 

life.ò  

For all of us at The Literacy Project of Eagle 

County, literacy means living our mission 

every day. We believe that if every man, 

woman and child could read, write, and com-

prehend, the Eagle County community, and 

the nation at large, would be much closer to 

solving the social problems that face us.  

Through our thoughtfully planned literacy 

programs and one-on-one tutoring services, 

ESL instruction and early literacy interven-

tions, we strive to help the members of our 

community Read Well, Speak Well, and Live 

Well.  

Thank you for supporting us in our mission. 

Together, we celebrate another year of break-

ing down literacy barriers in Eagle County.  

Regards, 

 

 

Colleen Gray 

Executive Director 

A  m e s s a g e  f r o m    

OUR DIRECTOR 

Our Programs 

Students in this program are adult native English speakers who read below an 8th grade level and have 

practical goals like getting a job, earning a driverôs license, or helping their children with homework. A long-

term goal might be to earn a high school equivalency degree (GED).  

ONE-TO-ONE TUTORING 

Learners in this program come to us with varying levels of education in their native country and limited 

English language skills. Many are immigrants and refugees. Adult students come with specific goals in mind 

that they want to accomplish through tutoring.  

ESL/ESOL CLASSES 

The Study Friends Program is designed to help middle school students improve their reading, writing, math, 

and homework skills by matching them with a trained adult volunteer tutor. The students are usually referred 

to the program by their student counselor or teacher.  

STUDY FRIENDS 

The Literacy Project works in collaboration with the Eagle Valley Library District to pair ñBig Buddiesò (high 

school students) and ñLittle Buddiesò (elementary students). The Reading Buddies meet at the libraries to 

read together, play reading-based games, and participate in group activities once each week for 8 weeks.     

READING BUDDIES 

A weekly math tutorial is offered at the Avon and Gypsum Libraries for 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students 

needing help in math.  

MATH TUTORIAL 

Each week this program provides low-income families with a fresh set of award-winning childrenôs books 

packed into bright red bags. This creative ñrotating book bagò creates a home-school connection that 

engages parents as participating partners in their childôs reading development.  

RAISING A READER 

ñMs. Colleen and the Literacy Project always believed in me, and 

inspired me to reach my goals. I sure thank them, because without 

their help, I wouldnôt have had the courage to pursue my 

citizenship dream.ò 

    ð Gladys Contreras, Adult ESL Student 

ñWe believe that if every man, woman and child could read, write, 

and comprehend, the Eagle County community, and the nation at 

large, would be much closer to solving the social problems that 

face us.ò  

 ð Colleen Gray, Executive Director of The Literacy Project 



ANNUAL AUTHOR LUNCHEON 

Our annual author luncheon continues 

to be our signature fundraising event each 

year. In 2016, our keynote speaker was Dr. 

Cyril H. Wecht, a renowned forensic 

pathologist who was 

played by Albert 

Brooks in the 2015 film 

�&�R�Q�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q. Held at 

the Four Seasons at 

Vail, we look forward 

to the luncheon event 

as a way to connect with our donors, 

supporters, and volunteers throughout our 

community.  

FUNDRAISING 

Did you know? The Literacy Project has over 

200 volunteers helping over 800 students 

improve their lives through literacy.  
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>> LEARN MORE ABOUT VOLUNTEERING ONLINE AT WWW.LITERACYPROJECTEAGLECOUNTY.ORG 

FUNDRAISING EVENTS 

In 2016, we were honored and delighted 

to be the beneficiary of several community 

fundraising events: The Climb for Literacy at 

the Vail Vitality Center, the SteamMaster Golf 

Tournament, the Minturn Rummage Sale, the 

Table #101 Giving Program at the Restaurant 

Maya Beaver Creek, and Eagle County Gives 

Day.  

VOLUNTEERS 

ñIt is my firm belief that the most important 

single skill any adult or child can have is 

that of literacy. It is the key to unlocking the 

vast potential of an individual life. Simply 

put, literacy opens doors.ò 

     ïRandy Schroeder, Study Friends Volunteer 

FOUNDATION, CORPORATE, AND  

INDIVIDUAL DONORS 

Please see pages 4 and 5 of this report for a 

list of our partners, supporters, and 

volunteers. We are grateful for the invaluable 

support from our community, which makes 

the work of our six key literacy education 

programs possible. We are especially 

grateful for the continued support of the 

Eagle Valley Library District.  

 

The 2016 Climb for Literacy raised over 
$7,000 for The Literacy Project! A special 
thank you to climbing pioneer Ellen Miller 
and her teams for their generous support.   


